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A huge well done to Class 3 who have earned a bank breaking £52.00 for their fabulous attendance. Our
attendance this year did not start well, at the end of Autumn Term it was only 92.7%, this was lower than
the previous year. However, by the end of Summer 1 it had risen to 96.5%, so it has been disappointing to see it
fall to 94.1%. We would like to thank you for your continued support to help us improve attendance.

This is an increase of 0.2%. Attendance for Summer 2
alone is 94.7% which is a 1.7% increase from 2017! Well
done to all children who have been in school every day.
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Whole School Punctuality:
Summer 1
81% of children arrived at
school on time.

It is really pleasing to see that the
number of children arriving at school on
time has increased by 0.9% this half
term. From Monday 10th September
there will be bagels on the yard from
8:40—don’t be late!
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From September we
will be working with
Middlesbrough
Football Club’s
Foundation to
support our drive to
improve attendance.
Look out for fantastic
rewards for 100%
attendance.

100% Attendance
All Year:
19 children have been in
school every day this
school year!
100% Attendance
Summer 2:
116 children have been
in school every day this
half term!
During this half term, holidays have
had an impact on our attendance. We
will have further information for you
in September about our new
procedures for leave of absence
applications. In the last 16 weeks,
there have only been 3 weeks where
attendance has fallen below 95.1%. A
truly fantastic achievement, well done
to all. We are looking forward to
September where our target is to
maintain attendance at 96% - national
average. We will continue to monitor
attendance every 4 weeks, with the
first monitoring taking place on Friday
28th September 2018.

Attendance and Punctuality Information
Penalty Notices
On Monday 12th March 2018, we advised you of our decision to apply Fixed Penalty Notices for absences from school, to
be implemented from Monday 16th April 2018.
Penalty Notice

Where a Penalty Notice is applied it is a £60.00 charge, per parent, per child.

The Penalty Notice is payable to the Local Authority within 21 days, after that the penalty doubles to £120.00, per
parent, per child.

You have a further seven days to pay the penalty, if payment is not received on day 28, the matter is referred to
court. This could result in a much higher fine and/or 3 months imprisonment.
Application for Leave of Absence (Holidays)

Parents will continue to complete a Leave of Absence form, explaining the reasons for taking a holiday in term
time.

Holidays will only be approved in exceptional circumstances as determined by school.

If your request is declined, you will be issued with a warning letter, outlining the actions that will be taken if you
still choose to take the holiday. A warning letter will be sent for each child to each parent.

Should the holiday still be taken, school will forward a Penalty Notice referral to the Attendance and Exclusion
Team, who will issue the Penalty Notice.
Ten Sessions (five days) Unauthorised Absence in a Six Week Period

Where ten sessions of unauthorised absence within a six week period have been recorded, school will complete a
Penalty Notice referral. This will be forwarded to the Attendance and Exclusion Team who will issue a warning
letter to each parent.

There is then a fifteen day monitoring period. Any further unauthorised absence during this time will result in a
Penalty Notice being issued. If there are no further absences during this time, no further action will be taken.
You may have already booked holidays, for Summer Term only Leave of Absence forms will be looked at on a case by
case basis. If you can provide proof that your holiday was booked prior to Monday 12thth March 2018, your holiday may
still be recorded as unauthorised, however we will not refer for a Penalty Notice. The decision to issue Penalty Notices
has not been taken lightly, however, we are sure you will agree that attendance at Mandale Mill Primary School must
improve. Regular and punctual attendance is a legal requirement (Section 7 of the Education Act 1996) and it is parents’
responsibility to ensure their children receive a full-time education.
Absence may be authorised for the following reasons:

Illness, medical or dental appointments;

Days of religious observance;

Exclusion;

Family bereavement;

Involvement in a public performance;

Exceptional circumstances (determined on an
individual basis).

Absence will not be authorised for the following
reasons:

No explanation is offered by the parent/carer;

The explanation offered is unsatisfactory;

Family holidays, except in exceptional
circumstances.

Please note, that only the school, within the context of the law can authorise absence, not parents. Absences of pupils of
compulsory school age without a valid reason or for which no explanation has been provided will be treated as unauthorised.

When your child misses school, they miss out!
A child with 95% attendance has missed the equivalent of 2 weeks of school, a child with 90%
attendance will have missed the equivalent of 4 weeks of school.
Absence really adds up, make sure your child is in school daily and on time.

